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My Fulbright  Experience  
 
Meghmala Tarafdar, PhD   
FULBRIGHT U.S. SCHOLAR AWARD: 2006-2007 
♦ My Project 
“Introducing Expository Writing Skills 
through Contextual Teaching and 
Learning (CTL)”  
 
I taught ‘Expository’ (informative) writing skills in 
India during the academic year 2006-2007. Through 
interactive workshops and learning activities, I 
introduced several rhetorical units modeled along 
the lines of Freshman Comp/Rhetoric courses in 
U.S. institutions. My lecturing goal in India was to 
help students cultivate skills in written discourse and 
to create an understanding of various forms of  
academic writing and business communication.  
♦ Transformative Outcome 
My five part series on effective writing skills was published in Times of 
India, Kolkata, Education Times (Mar-April, 2007). In this series, I briefly 
discussed and illustrated the four kinds of writing modes (expressive, 
persuasive, Informative, literary) and how these modes can be effectively 
used with an authentic purpose. 
 
Writing with a Purpose- March 19, 2007 (Times of India) 
Writing in the Expressive Mode-March 26, 2007 (Times of India) 
Persuasive Mode-April 2, 2007 (Times of India) 
Informative Mode-April 9, 2007 (Times of India) 
Literary Mode- April 16, 2007 (Times of India) 
♦ My Host Institution in India ♦ Local Conferences 
♦ Travel Writing 
♦ My Teaching Assignment 
♦ Workshops 
♦ Local Publications 
♦ Travel Highlights 



















































































































































































































































































































♦ Faculty Development 
I taught Undergraduate and Post-Graduate classes 
in the English Department at Presidency College, 
one if India’s oldest and prestigious colleges. My 
project was to lead a team of faculty involved with 
implementing the college’s plan of integrating a 
research component to enhance their exam-based 
Cambridge curriculum. The students learned to 
choose specific topics for their papers, generate 
thesis statements, gather supporting evidences, and 










Presidency College, Kolkata (Calcutta), West Bengal, India 
My Fulbright award provided a great opportunity to expand the 
notion of what might constitute ‘contextual’ writing within a diverse 
community of multi-lingual learners. I am encouraged to examine 
what it means to write ‘contextually’ in a community where English 
is almost a first language for Anglicized Indians; a second language 
for a somewhat larger number of affluent, educated people, and a 
foreign language for all others. Research has shown that writing 
instruction that fails to take into account the experiences, skills, 
values, and culture of the students and their communities often 
produces de-contextualized narratives and yields a considerably 
low SLO (Student Learning Outcome).  
 
This lecturing experience has stimulated my 
research interest in exploring specific criteria for a 
contextually based, transformative writing 
instruction that addresses the needs of diverse, 
multi-lingual learners. 
-Conducted faculty workshops on integrating term 
papers into the Post Grad classes in the English Dept.  
-Led the collaborative effort of the English faculty in 
developing guidelines and assessment tools to 
implement the term paper as a new requirement for a 
class of 35-40 students.  
 
Additionally, I offered faculty workshops and 
presentations on integrating world lit into the current 
curriculum and introduced strategies for a wider 
selection of literary genres. English faculty reflected on 
the current academic curricula and shared their 
perspective on designing educational materials 
(handouts, interactive exercises, classroom assessment 
tools, etc.) based on the models provided during the 
workshops.  
English Department |  Undergraduate Students (2006-7) 
♦ Events at Presidency College 
Cultural and social events are an integral part of the 
college experience and students and faculty are eager 
to participate in college events.  
A Scenic View of Darjeeling, West Bengal (Dec 2006)  
Fulbright South Central Asia Conference  (Dec 2006) 
was held in a mountain location of Eastern India 
My students performing at the  
Founder’s Day Celebration  
Picnic with Students and 
faculty at Presidency College  
Dance performance 
in the classroom 
Ceremonial Lamp 
for special events 
Annual Day Festivities 
Café at College Square 
Poetry recitation  
in the classroom 
International delegates at the  
World Shakespeare Conference  
Jan 2007 (Kolkata) 
Fulbright Conference, Dec 2006 
“Valuing Study Abroad” 
“English Studies in the 21st Cen”    
 Calcutta University (2007) 
The presentations at the Fulbright Conference 
helped in building a team spirit that was 
sustained by mutual communication and 
assistance. We were introduced to the local 
Fulbright alumni from India and learned about 
their experiences in the U.S. during their 
tenure as Fulbright grantee.  
A memorable trip to the Taj Mahal 
Agra Fort 
Taj Mahal Entrance My Students 
“Writing to Inform” 
Uttararpara, W. Bengal 
“Writing with a 
Purpose” CIS 
Kolkata    
Grant Writing Workshop, Institute of 
Cerebral Palsy, Kolkata 
“Effective Writing Skills” 
Loreto College, Kolkata 
My workshops and seminars on “Travel Writing” 
supported the curriculum in the English Dept.  
I also  offered strategies for Post Graduate Students in 
writing travel articles that sell. 
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